
Robinson Secondary School PTSO Board Meeting

Tuesday, March 6, 2018


           7:00 pm

Attendees:  Matt Eline, Shelley Smith, Carole Letzkus, Laurie Florence, Sandra Meyer, Virginia Doherty, Jim Witkop, Chris DelGrosso, Michelle Glicklin, Michelle Gilles, Jack Letzkus, Nate Smith, JoEllen Windsor.

Meeting Called to Order: 7:00 pm

Approval of Jan. 9, 2018 PTSA Minutes and Feb. 6, 2018 PTSA Minutes as presented – M.Glicklin motions, V.Doherty seconds. January and February minutes accepted without objections or abstentions.

Princpal Report -  Admin. School Update: Matt Eline

Regarding the planned walk-outs, there were an estimated 300-400 students that walked out to the front of the school at 12:00pm for 17 minutes and most left during lunch. The students and teachers handled it great - many teachers stayed with their students who remained in the classroom and we have encouraged the teachers to remain neutral on the matter, to neither encourage or discourage their students to walk-out. If the entire class left, the teacher was instucted to go with them but we had several administrators outside to ensure student safety. Our main objective was to keep all the students safe and for those that remained inside, to continue instructional learning.

The next walkout is scheduled for March 14 at 10:00am for 17 minutes. If students decide to walk off campus, we cannot stop them but we will follow them. There have been some issues at other schools where things were taken too far, but overall, there was a low percentage of Robinson students that participated in this walkout.

The county is working on handling these situations but for now, it is the principal’s decision. If it is conducted for 17 min. and the students return to their classrooms, it will be considered an excused absence. But if they don’t return in a timely manner, their absence will not be excused.

Regarding safety in general, out of tragedy comes reflection on how you view your community and school. Now we have locked doors, we have a kyosk and sign-in procedures, and we now have cameras around and in the school. We do have many external doors at Robinson and we have just completed a video for best safety practices. Overall, we have told the students: if something doesn’t look right, let us know! We take our fire and safety drills seriously and there are different scenarios for emergencies. If you are in the classroom, be quiet! Lock the door, block the door with furniture, and cover the window. But there are times when students are in different areas: the bathrooms and hall. If so, try to hide or move in the opposite direction or run outside if you are near a door. There is always a police presence at the school. They are generally in their office, around at lunch and outside. Their primary focus is on outside intruders.

All of the school safety and security is being looked at again on the county level. The head of security is coming tomorrow to meet with M.Eline and other area principals. Also an ex-FBI officer is coming. There is always room for improvement and we are working with the best to ensure the safety of our students.

There is security in place on the weekends as well. Our school is often open for community use and there are motion alarms in place for off hours (generally after 11:00pm). We use to have an issue with students climbing onto the roof so we have closed off some of the areas to reduce incidents and concern that the kids would get injured.

We are ALWAYS concerned about the safety of our students. It is our primary goal to keep all students safe! At our admin meetings, we work through scenerios on what may be the next thing and everyone has an assignment and job to do in an emergency, but we have great students and great staff.

Our Robinson Read this summer is Fred & Craig. Money that is donated to school will be used for books for teachers and students in need. Barnes & Noble will also have the books available.

The School House Rock production was a success! The writer of School House Rock Live met with the students after the show.
Presidents Report: Shelley Smith 

There was a discussion regarding purchasing insurance for the PTSO - we will move forward to purchase insurance that will cover the PTSO and future PTSA/PTSO events. We will also purchase the bonding policy to cover the PTSA.

After spring break and once the website goes live for Ramping Up and Marketplace applications, we can start the membership drive. Members may join the PTSO now via PayPal or check and be a member though June 2019.

There is a book published by two teachers from Chantilly HS similar to Screenagers called “Screen Schooled” - S.Smith will give their information to L.Florence to see if they are interested in coming to Robinson. Other topics of interest include vaping and school security. Perhaps we can consider hosting a Parent Night to address these topics and have an open dialogue.

Treasurer’s report: Sandra Meyer

We are doing well with our budget. We will close off membership for the PTSA and PayPal is set up for the PTSO.

Monthly report attached and posted online.
Vice President – Programs: Laurie Florence

L.Florence, A.Birnbaum and J.Witkop meet to discuss the People’s Choice Awards. It was decided that this event can remain wireless with online nominations submitted for consideration. The event will be held on Thursday, May 31st after school. C.Letzkus will secure the Recital Hall for the presentation.

Vice President – Admin: Adam Birnbaum - No report

Secretary: Carole Letzkus - No report

Committee Reports
Communications/Social Media: No report 

Counseling team: No report

Directory - Production and Sales: No report

Education: No report

Education (Special): No report

Faculty Rep - High School/Middle School: Chris DelGrasso

We have been authorized for the MYP IB program which will now will cover grades 7-12. It will be exciting to see this grow each year!

Fundraising: No report
Grocery Receipts: No report

Hospitality: (via L.Florence)

For staff luncheon, T.Patterson plans to use BBQ Nuts again this year. L.Florence will reach out to T.Patterson and see if we can get some items donated.

“This Is For You” - Elaine Sullivan will be leading this year and will get the information out to parents to request donations.

Legislative/Candidate’s Forum: No report

Marketplace/Raffle: Virginia Doherty

Marketplace is set for Sat. 11/10/18 from 9:00-3:00pm, with set up on Fri. 11/9. We are moving forward on the online application and online payment options. The community use fee will be set in the Fall but will likely be $750-1,000. We will also plan to have the bloodmobile on site that day. There was a discussion regarding other fundraising efforts and the decision was made to not charge an entrance fee for Marketplace. There was also a discussion regarding placement of booths in the hall and groups that may wish to participate. After applications are approved, V.Doherty sends a link to PayPal for payment.

Membership/Newsletter: No report
Ram Gram Editor: No report

RAMping Up!: Michelle Gilles

We are set up with the PTSO membership but we will need to coordinate with S.Smith and M.Glicklin to determine tracking. There was a discussion regarding students who have an IEP or physical/emotional challenges participating in RAMping Up. M.Gilles will discuss with M.Aunon about potential needs. We hope to get everyone who is interested registered - 270 enrolled last year and expect that the registration fee will be $85.
Reflections: (via L.Florence) 
There was a discussion regarding gifts for the judges - perhaps ome Robinson spirit wear. The Reflection participants will be recognized at the student focused PTSO meeting on April 5.

Scholarships: Lisa Waters

There was a discussion regarding the scholarships that have been advertised and how they will be funded: one Friends and one Pam Hickenbotham scholarship. The Pam Hickenbotham scholarship will be funded with the PTSA/PTSO funds for the first year. The Pam Hickenbotham donations collected to date will be allocated for future years.

School Funding: No report
Student Representative: No report

Volunteer Coordinator: No report

Webmaster: Jim Witkop

Thanks for setting up the Google online namagement including mailboxes and free membership until 3/18/18. We can place all files in the suite and manage materials.

Old Business:
None

New Business:  None

Adjournment 9:20 pm

Upcoming PTSO meetings:

4/5/18 - Student Focused General Membership meeting - 3:00pm in Gold cafeteria - Thursday afternoon

5/1/18 - Board Meeting

6/5/18 - General Membership Meeting - location TBD


